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a % : : sell, The article goes on to state
‘!.!J.P BlﬁlaimP @ﬂunrd that I wrote to Sir Norman last
month. That is correct. I asked
him, as he is a very kind gentle-
man and is known as a philan-
thropist, if he could see At to
make a donation of the theatre to
the State as a gesture to the per-
forming arts. He has declined to

Tuesday, the 6th April, 1976

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. PF.
Griffith) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS {(4): WITHOUT NOTICE

HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE
Acquisition

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education:

(1) Although I understand news-
paper reports are not always
accurate, would the Minister
advise the House whether the
report which appears on page 11
of the Dgily News this afternocon
relating to Her Majesty's Theatre
is accurate?

(2) On what basis is the Government
conducting negotiations with Sir
Norman Rydge, for sale or for
lease?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) and (2) Mr President, have I
your permission to read the news-
paper article?

The PRESIDENT: Is it necessary to
read the article in order to answer
the question?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: Yes,
Bir, because I have to ascertain
what it actually says before I can
say whether or not it is accur-
ate.

The PRESIDENT: The Minister
could ask for the question to be
placed on the notice paper.

The Hon. G. €. MacKINNON: I would
like to answer it now if possible.

The PRESIDENT: Very well.

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON: The
article states—

Sydney philanthropist Sir
Norman Rydge has declined a
suggestion that he donate Her
Majesty’s Theatre to the State.

“That is cofrect; I received the
letter this morning. The article
continues—

However, it is believed that
Sir Norman favours the sale or
lease of the theatre to the WA
Government.

In actual fact, the information he
conveyed to me is that he would
favour leasing, but is prepared to
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do so because it is part of a family
trust,

The article then states that
negotiations would now be started
with 8ir Norman. I would rather
such negotiations be conducted by
letter or on a personal basis, than
through the newspaper. That is
the statement I made to the Press,
s0 I feel quite justified in making
it to this House also.

ENVIRONMENT CENTRE
Charitable Collections Act: Licence

The Hon. LY¥LA ELLIOTT, to the
Chief Secretary:

(1} Why did the Chiel Secretary re-
fuse to grant the Environment
Centre a licence pursuant to the
Charitable Collections Act?

(2) What is the precise wording of the
Act which, it is claimed, prevented
the Government from granting
such a llcence?

{2 As the Government claims to be in
difficult financial circumstances,
why does it hinder such a hody
from helping {tself by ralsing
funds?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

I thank Miss Elliott for giving me
some prior notice of her intention
to ask this question, the answer {o
which is as follows—

(1) I exercised the discretion al-
lowed me by the Act based on
legal advice that the organ-
isation is not one that would
come within the definition of
“charitable purpose” as de-
fined by the Charitable
Collections Act 1946-1949.

(2) Sectlen 11 (3)—'‘After con-
sidering the report of the
advisory committee on any
application, the Minister may,
in his discretion, grant or
refuse a licence to any appli-
cant and shall not be liable
to any proceedings whatsoever
as a consequence of any
refusal.”

{3) Answered by (2).
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3. HER MAJESTY'S THEATRE
Acquisition

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister fer Education:

In respect of the last part of my
previous question, would the Min-
ister azdvise whether negotiations
are on the basis of the sale or
lease of the theatre?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied;

I indicated to Sir Norman Rydge
previpusly that we would not be
interested in icasing. He would
prefer us to lease because he does
not want to lose ownership of the
theatre. However, the Government
s not interested in leasing. It will
be a fairly costly propesition, and
ownership is desired. I have con-
veyed that view to Sir Norman.

4. NON-GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 1.
Government Grants

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Education:

(1) Is 1t a fact that the Western
Australian Government financial
assistance to independent schoois
currently amounts to a rate of 23
per cent of expenditure in Govern-
ment schools?

(2) Is this amcunt provided on a per
caplta hasis or dees it vary acecrd-
ing to "need”?

(3) Are there other forms of
assistance provided by the State
Government ta independent
schools? If so—

{(a) Will the Minister provide
details of the additional forms
of assistance?

(b) Is a ''meed basis” applled to
the provision of such addi-
tional assistance?

(¢y If a need basis is applied.
what criteria does the Govern-
ment employ to assess needs?

(@) What is the estimated current
annual value of assistance
provided in additicn to the
flat rate per capita grant?

The Hon, G, C, MacKINNON replied:

{1} Yes, 23 per cent of expenditure by
the State, but from the amount
spent on pupils in Government
schools, the costs of free text-
books, the textbook allowance for
secondary pupils, school supplies,
science stocks including gas sup-
plies, and Educstion Department
publications is subtracted.

(2) On a per capita basis.

(3) Yes.

(a) Free travel on schoal buses
and subsidised travel on
other ftransport; in-service
participation by teachers:
advisory services; interest
payments on residential and
instructional building costs;
Teachers’ Certificate course
Instructlon; guldance and
counselling services; and
secondary pupils may attend
Government school facilities
such as manual arts centres.

(b) No,
(c) Not applicable.

{(d) No estimate is made of the
cost of additional assistance
provided.

QUESTIONS (14): ON NOTICE
SUPERPHOSPHATE
Sales
The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, to

the Minister for Justice representing
the Minister for Agriculture:

What quantities of superphos-
phate were sold during each of
the quarterly periods in the
years—

(2) 1972;
(b) 1873;
(e) 1974:
(d) 1975; and

(e) from the 1lst January to the
31st March during 1978; from
each of the superphosphate
works at—

(1) Esperance;

(41} Albany;

(iif) Bunbury;

(iv) Fremantle;

{v) Bayswater; and
(vi) Geraldton?

The Hon, N. McNEILL replied:

The information sought is con-
fidential to the company con-
cerned and is not known to the
Department of Agriculture. The
Company has, however, provided
the folliowing Information in
respect to a full year and the total
quantities for all Superphosphate
works:

(a) 1971-72—1 208 000 tonnes.
(b} 1972-73—1 517 000 tonnes.
(c) 1973-74—1 959 000 tonnes.
(d) 1974-75—1 066 000 tonnes.

{e) 1975-76 to March 31st, 1976—
634 000 tonnes.
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URANIUM MINING
Australian Ownership
The Hon., R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the

Minister for Education representing
the Minister for Mines:

(1) Does the Government agree with
the policy announced by the Aus-

Minister advise details of the
expenditure under the following
headings—

(a) pipeline extensions;

(b) construction of bores;

(¢) equipping of bores;

(d) construction of electricily

tralian Government that there
shall be 70% Australian owner-
ship in the Uranium Mining
Industry?

{2) If not, is the Governmenti making

a protest to the Australian Gov-
ernment?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
(1) and (2) The State Government

welcomes a declaration by the
Commonwezalth Government of its
policies in respect of overseas
investment in Australia.

We have, at all times, made our
own policy clear, namely, that we
seek to have the maximum Aus-
tralian equity and Australian
management that is practicable in
each case, but we do not believe
that hard and fast lines can, or
should be drawn in respect of the
propertion of Australian and over-
seas participation in any particu-
lar project.

The 75 per cent Australian owner-
ship {(not 70 per cent as mentioned
by the hon. member) for uranium
projects, is a good percentage at
which to alm, but whether it will
ke attainable In practice is & mat-
ter which time alone will tell.

Likewise, the rest of the Com-
monweglth Government’s policy of
a minimum of 50 per cent Aus-
tralian ownership for other
resources is a desirable target, but
there are circumstances—includ-
ing some projects in the State—
where it will not be possible to
attain 50 per cent Australian
equity Immediately if the projects
%ire to proceed in a reasonable
me,

In this regard, the State Govern-
ment has experience in negotiating
a basis of Australian participa-
tion at a later date,

In view of the foregoing, there is
no protest contemplated, as there
are no grounds for one.

WATER SUPPLIES
Carnarvon

mains?

{2) What is the expenditure to date
for the current financial year?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1)—
1970/71 ]‘.DTIé?‘:‘. 1973/73 1073/74 197;/75
§
(a) Break-up 190579 324530 490730 3149003
(b) ligures 12 345 16 669 1 170 204 731
{¢) unavailable 2 802 35 081 1 567 11 056
{d) Documents o 603 30717 9103 60 494
destroyed.
Sundry
Items 81395 51 639

Tatal 303 133 5212 420 S$416926  §586 953  §642 823

(2) Expenditure to March 31, 1976,
amounts tc $328 128. Costing is
complete to Februery 29, 1976,
when expenditure amounted to
$298 691 and the break-up as per
part (1) of the guestion is as fol-
lows . —

(a) $264 621

(o) $209

{c) $11 763

(d) $10 747

Sundry Items $11351.

4. EDUCATION
School Cleaning Contracts

The Hon, D, W. COOLEY, to the
Minister for Education:

Further to my dquestion 12 on

the 31st March, 1976—

(1) Had the cleaning of schools
been let to private contractors
prior to the eleciicn of the
present Government?

(2) What is the value of the
present contracts?

(3} What is the limit of the work
the contract calls for with
respect to each school?

(4) What financlal saving, if any,
is heing eflected by the Gov-
ernment by allowing private
contractors to clean schools in
preference to day labour?

(9) What is the reason for aiter-
ing the work from day labour
to contract work when rthe

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Justice representing the
Minister for Water Supplies:

(1) Further to the reply to my ques-
tion on the 31st March, 1976,
relating to the Gascoyne Ground-
water Supply Scheme, will the

rates and conditions in both
awards are almost compar-
able?

‘The Hon, G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) $78 000.
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(3) The speclfication for contract
cleaning work is exactly the
same as that which 1s under-
taken under the Department-
al employees system. A
typlcal cleaning specification
is‘! 3now tabled. (See Paper No.

3.

Tender prices for the new
works let this year indicate
that the contract service will
cost between one third and
one half of the previous type
of service using department-
ally employed cleaning staff.

(5) Answered in (4).

(4)

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Credit Account Charges

The Hon. D, J. WORDSWORTH, to
the Minijster for Education represent-
ing the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Are there any regulations or con-
trols that limit a company or a
suppller of goods or services
from—

(a) instituting charges which can
be added monthly or yearly
for the keeping of a charge
account whether or not that
account be utilised during
that period;

making a charge if an ac-
count is not paid within the
month; and

charging interest on unpald
accounts?

If the answer to (1) is “No” is the
Government considering either
lmiting or issuing guidelines for
these charges?

(b)

(c)

)

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:

(1) (a) to (c) There are no statutory
or regulatory controls relating
to credit account charges.

Where a company or supplier
of goods makes it clear to a
prospective credit account
customer that certain interest
rates will prevail and that
penalty charges may be made
on unpaid or overdue ac-
counts, those conditions he-
come a part of the agreement
and are enforceable at com-
mon law.

If the customer 1s not notified
of the conditions he can resist
paying such charges.

(2) Not at present, The whole question
of consumer credit is currenily
being considered by the Molomby
Committee on which all States are
represented.

6.

8.

MINILYA-EXMOQOUTH ROAD
Sealing

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR, to the Min-
ister for Health representing the
Minister for Transport:
When is it planned to complete
the sealing of the remaining 30
miles of gravel road on the
Minilya-Exmouth Road?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replled:

Withinh the next three years sub-
ject to avallability of finance.

KEROSENE
Esperance: Cartage Charges

The Hon. D. J. WORDSWORTH, tc

the Minister for Education represent-

ing the Minister for Consumer Affairs:
Why is a cartage charge added to
kerosene sold in Esperance when
it arrives at that port by ship in
the same manner as petrol and
diesel o0il on which no cartage
charge is applicable?

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON replied:
The cartage charge is added to the
price of kerosene sold in Esperance
because formerly it was sent there
by road or rail transport. This
method of transportation is more
expenslve than by ship.

However, in April 1975, a petrol
storage tank at the Esperance port
was converted to enable it to be
used for kerosene storage and
since that time most of the town’s
kerosene needs have been met by
the tank.

It is understood that the oil com-
panies are currently re-evaluating
their price differentials and 1t Is
expected that a submission will be
made to the Prices Justification
Tribunal for & reduction in the
price of kerosene in Esperance
later this month.

LAND

Rates and Tazes: Recommendalions

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Attorney-General representing the
Minister for Local Government:

Which of the recommendations of
the Committee of Inquiry into
Rates and Taxes attached to land
valugtion is it the intention of
the Government to implement in
this Sessfon of Parliament?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:
Advice is being sought from those
affected by the recommendations
to assist in meaking a deelsion.
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9. INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION ACT

10.

Section 132: Repeal

The Hon. D. W. COOLEY, fo the Min-

fster for Education representing the

Minister for Labour and Industry:
Is it the Government’s intention
to repeal Sectlon 132 of thie Wes-
tern Australlan Industrial Arbi-
tration Act in order to dispel sny
doubts that this section is In
breach of I1.L.Q. Convention No. 57
or 98?

The Hon. G, C, MacEKINNON renlied:

This matter is one which was the
subject of considerable discussion
with union and employer organ-
isations during the latter part of
1975 and is still receiving con-
sideration.

The basis of the Conventions
mentioned is to allow unions of
workers and employers freedom to
draw up their constitutions and
rules, elect representatives and to
organise thelr administration and
activitles but in the process to
obey the law of the State,

Section 132 of the Industrial
Arbltration Act is a law which
makes it an offence to take part
in a strike or lock-out, for that is
& logical corollary to the fixation
of fndustrial conditions by Arbitra-
tion Tribunals. It is not right to
¢laim the right to strike or lock-
out was exchangcd for the benefits
of arbitraticn.

It is unjust for contending parties
by force or threat to impose upon
the other new condiflons againsy
the will of the other. If there is to
be Industrial arbitration it must
be wholly embraced or not at all.
It can not be embraced at will or
thrown aside at will.

MT. MAGNET
Government Services: Reduction

The Hon. 8, J. DELLAR, {0 the Min-
ister for Justice representing the
Premier:

In view of the Government’s
actlon in reducing the status of
the Mt. Magnet hospital to that
of a nursing post, as reported in
The West Ausiralian on the 2Tth
March, 1976, will the Minister ad-
vise what other Government ser-
vices in the town are planned to
be dispensed with or reduced in
standard?

The Hen, N, McNEILL replied:
None at present, but the hon.
member wlll appreciate that mat-
ters of this kind, in any location,
are constantly under review to
meet increasing, diminishing or
changing conditions,

11,
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JUDGES' PENSIONS AND

PARLIAMENTARY SUPERANNUATION

12,

Sex Discrimination

The Hon. D, W, Cooley for the Hon.
GRACE VAUGHAN, to the Minister for
Justice:

Would the Minister advise In re-

gard to legislation on Judges' Pen-

sions and Parliamentary Super-
annuation—

(a) whether he has acted on the
assurance he gave to the
House on the 13th November,
1975, that he would investi-
gate the matter of ameud-
ments to ensure the elimina-
tion of discrimination in re-
gard to sex;
if so, what i1s the result of his
investigation;

(¢) if not, when will he act on
his assurance?

The Hon. N. M¢NEILL replied:

(a) to (¢) Investizations so far

conducted confirm that
amendments to legislation
would be necessary.
The matter is still under ex-
amination, and legislation will
be considered when this is
completed.

(b)

INDUSTRIAL AGREEMENTS
Refusal of Registration

‘The Hon. D, W. COOLEY, t¢ the Min-
ister for Education representing the
Minister for Labour and Industry:

(1) Does the Government consider
that its poticy to discount Govern-
ment charges from the Consumer
Price Index figure is outside the
wage Indexatlon guidelines fixed
by the Australian Concillation and
Arbitration Commission In 19757

(2) If so, will the Government repeal
the 1975 amendments to the
Western  Australian  Industrial
Arbitration Act which gave power
to the State Commission to refuse
to register properly negotiated
industrial agreements?

The Hon. G. C. MacEINNON replied:

(1) No. Principle 1 enunciated by the
Australian Conciliation and Arbi-
tration Commission in its decision
of April 30, 1975 reads:

“The Commission will adjust its
award wages and salaries each
quarter in relation to the most
recent movement of the six
capital CP.I's unless it 1s per-
suaded to the contrary by those
seeking to oppose the adjust-
ment.”
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13.

14,

This principle clearly allows those
seeking to oppose the adjustment
to make submissions to the Com-
mission proposing a variation to
the factors currently in force In
determining the adjustment, and
therefore the submission of this
State in the recent Nalicnal Wage
Indexation hearing, conforms with
the wage indexation guidelines.

(2) Answered by (1) above,

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
Employees in North-west

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR, to the Min-

ister for Justice representing the

Minister for the North-West:

(1) Are Government departments
flying unskilled workers to

northern areas of the State to
take jobs when local labour is
available and prepared to accept
such jobs?

(2) Is this the policy of all Govern-
ment departments?

(3) If the answer to (2) Is “Yes"” will
the Government change this
policy to ensure that local jobs go
to local people and thereby pro-
vide more employment opportuan-
ities particularly for young
pecple?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1), (2) angd (3) It is Government
policy to recruit unskilled labour
from local sources if 1t is avail-
able. If the hon. member is aware
of any specific instance where this
policy is not being followed &nd
can give examples, the maitcr will
be Investigated.

ORD IRRIGATION SCHEME
Sugar Production

The Hon. R. F. CLAUGHTON, to the
Minister for Justice representing tne
Minister for Agriculture:

(1) In view of the fact that—

(a) 800000 tonnes of sugar cane
had to be left unharvesied in
Queensland during the 1875
season; and

(b)Y the Indusiry in that State is
reducing the number of
farmers In the industiy;

does the Government continue to

see sugar cane production as a

viable industry for the Ord irri-

gation area?

(2) As there is apparently excess sugar
production capacity in Queens-
land, has the Western Australiun
Government reached an under-
standing with the Queensland
Government on the development
of the industry on the Ord?

[COUNCIL!

(3) If so, what are the terms of any
such agreement?

The Hon. N. McNEILL replied:

(1) Over 800000 tonnes of cane were

left unharvested in Queensland In
1975 due to adverse weather con-
dittons which resulted in ithe most
difficult harvesting season since
the advent of mechanisation.
Some of this cane is being “stood
over” for harvest in the 1976 sea-
san. Where this is not possible the
cane has been destroyed.
The Queensland sugar Industry is
enjoying buoyant conditions.
There has recently been a 13 per
cent Increase in the area assigned
to cane and an estimated $220
million is being invested in capital
works to expand the milling capa-
city to meet this and future anii-
cipated expansion. The Minister is
not aware of any mave to reduce
the number of farmers in the
industry. The viability of a sugar
industry on the Ord will be deter-
mined by the cost price struciure
of that Industry for which present
estimates are encouraging,

(2} and (3) Discussions have been held

between the Western Australlan
and Queensland Governments.
Western Australia has indicated
its willingness to particlpate in
the orderly marketing of Aus-
tralian sugar and the Queensiand
Government has offered its co-
operation in assessing the psten-
tial for a sugar Industry on the
Ord.
The Queensland Government$ and
the sugar Indusiry in Queensland
have both given valuable assist-
ance to the feasibility study which
has just been carried out and the
Minister is pleased to acknowledge
that assistance, and the further
willlngness of the Queensland
authorities to provide expertise
for the further technical evalua-
tion which the study has recom-
mended.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FIFTH DAY
Motion
Dehate resumed, from the lst April, on

the following motion by the Hon. M.
McAleer—

That the foliowing address be pre-
sented to His Excellency—
May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Members of the Legis-
lative Council of the Parliament
of Western Australia in Parlia-
ment assembled, beg to express
our loyally to our Mast Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to dellver to
Parliament.
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THE HON. 8. J. DELLAR (Lower North)
15.04 p.m.1: I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to address rnyself to the motion so
ably moved by the Hon. Margaret
McAleer in reply to the Speech delivered
to this Chamber by His Excellency, Air
Chief Marshal Sir Wallace Kyle. It is
regrettable that the Governor, having had
a long association with the goldfields areas
should find himself making his first
Speech to this Parliament at a time when
the goldfields at this time are facing their
biggest crisis in a number of years. How-
ever, I will refer to that subject a little
later on.

I take the opportunity at the outset to
congratulate Mr Des Dans on his appoint-
ment as Leader of the Opposition in this
Chamber. I am sure that with his ability
and his knowledge of procedure he will be
able to occupy that position to our satis-
faction.

Of course Mr Dans' appointment was
caused by the resignation of the Hon. Ron
Thompson, an honourable member who
has represented his electorate in this
Chamber for the past 17 years since his
first election in 1959. He was in the Oppo-
sition for guite a number of years and
subsequently held ministerial appointments
with the Tonkin Government. Following
the defeat of that Government in 1974 he
was appointed Leader of the QOpposition
in this Chamber. At that time I was
appointed his deputy and for the past tw>
yvears I have had the pleasure of working
with Mr Ron Thompson. I refer to work-
ing with him because it is not a matber
of working under him, but with him as is
the case with the Opposition team in this
Chamber; and I am sure that the same
co-operation will be afforded Mr Dans.

Mr Thompson stepped down and, in
doing so, adopted a very unselfish atti-
tude. He stepped down in order that
other members of the Opposition in this
Chamber would be given the opportunity
to obtain some experience, bearing in mind
that it will not be long before a State
election is held and it is important that
members on this side of the Chamber are
in & position to take over when they are
elected on that occasion.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: I hope you do
not let Mr Thompson see you reading that
speech because he does not like that.

The Hon. §. J. DELLAR: I can assure
the honourable member that I am not
reading it. In any case I could not read
my writing, except for a few scribbles.

It is a fact that with the exception of
Mr Thompson and Mr Stubbs no other
member of the Opposition in this Chamber
has had any ministerial experience. 1t is
also a fact that with the exception of Mr
Claughton no other member of the Oppo-
sitipn in this Chamber has served here
for more than flve years. I believe the
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attitude Mr Thompson adopted in stand-
ing down is admirable. We must not for-
get that he is still a member of the
Oppesition and we are pleased to know
he is sitting behind us and we will be
able to rely on him to give us the support
we need.

I would like to compliment the Hon.
Margaret McAleer on the way she pre-
sented her address at the opening of Par-
liament. Her speech was all the more
commendable because when we read the
Governor's Speech we find there is virtu-
ally nothing in it and the honourable
member would have had great difficulty in
preparing a speech in reply, bearing in
mind there was nothing in the Governor's
Speech in the first place on which she
could base hers. I thought that this being
a pre-election year, when I picked up the
Speech it would be full of all kinds of
marvellous statements of what will
happen in the future; and I also envisaged
that on the first page there would perhaps
be a picture of a large tap being turned
on to feed the pipeline which helped the
State so well in the 1960s. However, that
was not the case and the Speech says
nothing about the future of Western Aus-
tralia at a time when Western Austra-
lians are looking for some bright light on
the horizon,

We were told before the 1975 Federal
election that someone would turn on the
lights. The people of Western Australia
are still waiting for the lights to be turned
on. If the lights have been turned on,
then g fuse must surely have blown in the
meantime.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You are con-
fusing us. First you talk about the tap
and then the light. Who is involved—the
plumber or the electrician?

The Hen. S. J. DELLAR: The painter
comes next.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Surely there is a
demarcation line somewhere.

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: That could be
a case for Mr Cooley to answer.

The people of Western Australia are
sick and tired of hearing and reading a
lot of meaningless words which do not
convey any hope or glimmer of light for
the future.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: It is a respons-
ible document. You cannot find anything
wrong with it.

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: I cannot find
anything to criticise.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: It has noth-
ing in it except history.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: The Premier
has heen providing us with meaningless
words during the time he has been a
responsible Minister and the Premier. I
am not saying he is a responsible Premier,
although he is responsible to the people
of the State., He believes that as long
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as the people are provided with reams of
meaningless words they will accept them.
I can assure him from my travels and
from the conversations I have had with
many people that this is not the case with
all Western Australians who are getting
heartily sick of being told that things are
going to happen.

The Hon. A. A, Lewis: The proof of that
pudding will be after the next electton.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: You keep on
making your speech. As you were the only
Labor member present during the last half
of my speech I will listen to you.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: The number of
members in the Chamber has nothing to
do with my speech although I am grate-
ful that so many members have stayed
behind to listen to me.

As I have said, the people of Western
Australia are getting sick and tired of
being fed sa many meaningless words and
are looking for something concrete in
order that they might have some fajth in
the future.

I find 1t extremely difficult to reply to
the Speech delivered by His Excellency the
Governor and in my opinion the Speech
should be classified by the National Trust
as a historical document because it is full
of retrospectivity. It contains nothing
about the future but only what has oc-
curred in the past. Retrospectivity is best
fllustrated by the definitlon of “mug-
munup” which is a person who sits with
his back to the engine. He does not want
to see where he is going, only where he has
been. In my opinion that is the case with
the Premier (Sir Charles Court). He knows
where he has been, but he does not want
1];0 see where he Is going. I do not think he

nOwWSs.

The Hon. R. F. Claughton: He does not
want to turn on the light.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: I am sure that
at the next State election, whenever that
will be, the question will be resolved and
the people of Western Australla will elect
a Government which will give real—

The Hon. C(live Griffiths: You said
something like that last November. If you
do not stop those nasty remarks I will tell
Mr Thompson you are still reading your
speech.

The Hon. 8., J. DELLAR: I will not get
into that debate.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: We have to
allow that his speech would he better if
he were reading it.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. 3. J. DELLAR.: As I have said,
Western Australians have nothing to
which to look forward. There will certainly
be no action, unless it is the actlon of
the Court Government which has always
been to impose additional taxes and
charges. This has been its ploy since it was
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elected, The coslition parties gave an un-
dertaking they would curb taxes and
charges, It was in that book the pages of
which are still not numbered.

The Hon. Clive Griifiths: I do not know
how you would do without that book,

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: Actually the
Premier and other Liberal members have
referred to it so often in recent weeks that
I do nat have to. The Premier has stated
that he has implemented 80-add per cent
of his undertakings. One of those under-
takings was that if he were elected the
Premier would curb rates and taxes in
Western Australia, but we know for a fact
that this did not oceur. Of course, with
the advent of a Liberal Government in
Canberra, the Premier now has no-one to
blame. We all know that for the last two
years all the Premier has done is blame
the Government in Canberra for all the
1lls and pains of the State Government.
Now he has no-one to blame.

The Hon. A. A. lLewis: The Australian
electors obviously agreed with him.

The Hon. D. W. Cooley: That's not true.
They don't.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: Since the 1975
election we find that the Premler has gone
very quiet in his criticism of those in
power in Canberra.

The Governor’s Speech contains no pro-
posals for any great leglslative reform. A
few Bllls are listed, but they really do not
mean a great deal. I notice that we will
have another look at the Liguor Act and
that could be Interesting.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Does not the
Child Welfare Act mean anything?

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: Perhaps the
Premier is waiting for someone to turm on
the tap again, that mythical tap that fed
his mythical pipeline in the 1960s. If that
tap ever existed, it was turned on on the 2nd
December, 1960, when the Federal Liberal
Government of the time lifted the embargo
on the export of iron ore, an embargo that
was in effect right up untll 1959. Prior
to that date the then Hawke Government
was prevented from obtaining export
licences with the exception of a licence for
a small amount of iron ore from Cockatoo
Island.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: That Govern-
ment would not have known what to do.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: With the
appolntment of a Liberal Government in
this State in 1959, the export embargo was
lifted 1tn 1960. It was at this tlme the
development In the north commenced, and
it could not have commenced before that
date because there was no reason to
develop iron ore projects when we could
not export the product. That date, the
2nd December, 1980, is well worth remem-
bering.
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One of the Premier's other election
promises was that his party would fight
the grab Irom Canberra. 1 forget what
he sald exactly, but he referred to the
Federal Invasion and sald his party would
do this and that, and 1t would not allow
the Federal Government to take control of
our resources and tell us what to do. He
said, “Put us back and we will fight this
and overcome the problems.” Strangely,
the Premier has been very silent in recent
weeks when, to my way of thinking, some
of the actions and statements of a certain
Mr Anthony indicate that the Federal Gov-
ernment stfll wishes to control our
resources. I shudder to think what would
have happened had these statements
been made by a Federal Labor Minister!

We all know that Mr Anthony visited
Japan and discussed iron cre contracts and
other future development projects. The
Premier did not raise any objection to that,
More recently, Mr Anthony announced that
the Federal Government would have to
look at the price of the salt which Western
Australia exports. Not long after that he
came out with a statement that the States
must increase the price of the sait which
they export. His comments regarding
uranium were laughable, although possibly
some of them are correct. At one slage
he sajd that Australia will sell its shares
in the uranium deposits in the Northern
Territory, but in the next breath he said
the demand for uranium in future years
will mean that in 20 years' time Australia
will be the biggest exporter of uranium in
the world, However, not a word has heen
sald by the Premier or his colleagues about
these statements. All I can do is draw the
conclusion that the action of Liberal Party
members in condemning everything that
the Whitlam Goverhment did in Canberra
was merely a smokescreen to hide their
own inadequacies. Now that a Liberal
Government is in power in Canberra, one
of the same complexion as our State Gov-
ernment, apparently everything is all right,
and everything will continue to be all right.
We no longer hear any comments about
control from Canberra.

This reminds me of a very learned gentle-
man in this Chamber, the Hon. W. R.
Withers, who, prior to the 1974 State elec-
tion spent a great deal of his time in this
Chamber and in the electorate criticlsing
the State Housing Commission for lts per-
formance, and particularly its performance
in the north-west. Some of his critieisms
were justified, but a lot of them were airy-
fairy nonsense. However, strangely
enough, since the State election of 1974,
all the problems of State housing in the
north-west have been dispensed with
because he has not since raised the issue
in this Chamber. Perhaps the honourable
member will correct me if I am wrong, and
I will apologise.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: No, you ure
perfectly correct, but you are incorrect
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when you say that the problems have not
been solved because they have been, and I
thank the Minister for Housing.

The Hon. D. K, Dans: You have had
more success than I have had with the
Housing Commission!

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: It is amazing
that the Minister has been able to clear
up all the problems in the short two years
that the Court Government has been in
power,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: What ahout
the equalisation of rents, increase of
ceiling fans, new housing designs. He also
saw to the cancellation of the lower hop-
per windows.

The Hon, S, J. DELLAR: I do not know
what has been done about the hopper
windows.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: You are most
inconsistent; on the one hand you say
that in the two years we ought to have
done everything, and on the other hand
you are saying how could we have solved
all the problems in the short two years
we have been the Government.

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: What about
the situation in regard to rates and
charges?

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I think yon
are setting out deliberately to—

The PRESIDENT: Order! The honour-
able Clive Griffiths will come to order.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: Thank you,
Mr President. Now that the Premier has
lost his favourite hobbyhorse, he cannot
blame Canberra any more. It Is time he
produced something better than idle pro-
mises and & whole bunch of words., 1
have some of the Premier’s promises listed
here, and if you do not mind, I will read
them out for the sake of accuracy, Mr
Griffiths.

The PRESIDENT: The Chair is the per-
spn to appeal to, and not the honourable
member,

The Hon, S. J. DELLAR: I will appeal
to you then, Mr President. The Premier
said that he would fight against increas-
ing rates and charges, and he would fight
the grab from Canberrs.

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: We fixed that
up.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: He also said
that inflation can be controlled State by
State, In fact, the Premier's words were,
“I will stake my reputation on that” It
is history, of course, as is the document
to which I am referring, that he has not
controlled inflation. The Premier has not
been able to fulfil that promise; he has
not curbed inflation and he has not solved
the unemployment problem. If the Pre-
mier were genuine when he said he would
stake his reputation on curbing inflation,
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perhaps now is the time to let the people
of Western Australia decide whether he
ought to eontinue in his present position.

Other Opposition members may have
gleaned something from the Governor's
Speech to which they wish to refer, and
as the debate continues, I am sure they
will find in it something to talk about.
I am sure they will have constructive
criticism and some gentle hints to offer
to the Government, and I hope, of course,
that Government members will do like-
wise.

I would like to leave the Speech of His
Excellency at this stage and refer to three
prohlems which affect the electorate I re-
present; that is, the Lower North Pro-
vince. I wish to discuss the crisis in the
goldmining industry, the situation regard-
ing the Carnarvon water supply scheme—
a subject which has been canvassed in
this House on many occasions by Mr Berry
and me, and one which I am positive he
will raise again in the future—and I would
like to mention also the composition of
the Shire of Exmouth and the present
situation regarding its administration.

The goldmining industry in this State
is facing probably its biggest crisis in many
years. Mr Leeson referred to this matter
last week, but he spoke more particul-
arly about the situation in Kalgoorlie,

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: I'll teill you
what, he was way off the track!

The Hon. S. J, DELLAR: Having been
born in Kalgoorlie, I share his concern
ahout what is happening there. One does
not like to see one's hometown placed in
the situation now confronting Kalgoorlie.
Of course, the difficulty has arisen because
of a decision made by the Federal Liberal
Government not to grant any additional
money to Kalgoorlie Lake View, the Hill
50 goldmine at Mt. Magnet, and other
goldmining ventures. As I have said, this
is 8 severe blow to the industry and it
has sounded the death knell to the small
town of Mt. Magnet.

There is a difference between the situa-
tion in regard to the Kalgoorlie Lake View
mining operation and that of the Hill 50
operation., The mill treatment plant at
Mt. Magnet has been upgraded in the past
few years so that it is ready to ftreat
ore, but this is not so in the case of Kal-
goorlie Lake View and other companies
which have, for want of a better expres-
sion, let their plants run down to the stage
where massive amounts of capital are re-
quired to rebuild the machinery to carry
on with the treatment.

Although I do not have any geological
{nformation available, it is my belief that
the gold reserves in the Hill 50 mine are
of a higher grade than those in the Kal-
goorlie mines. There is quite a large
amount of broken ore in the Hill 50 mine
and this does not need mining, but merely
extraction and haulage to the surface. It
then must be put through a plant but this
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plant is ready and able to treat it—a dif-
ferent situation from that applying in
Kalgoorlie,

Mr Leeson asserted that the Federal
seat of Kalgoorlie was bought with a dud
cheque. I know members wondered what
he meant, but he was not referring to an
actual monetary transfer. Naturally, if a
dud cheque were issued, someone must
have signed it, and unless only one signa-
tory was required, someone must have
counter-signed it. I wonder who could have
done that on this occasion. Obviously it
was not the Federal member for Kalgoorlie
(Mr Cotter). I read an article in the Press
a short while ago setting out the amounts
expended by Federal members on their
electoral campaigns, and it stated that Mr
Cotter expended only approximately $162
to win the seat of Kalgoorlie. I am sure I
do not know how he did that, but if that
is his return, that is it. However, it could
not have been Mr Cotter who bought the
seat of Kalgoorie.

It is my assertion that the people of
the Kalgoorlie electorate were conned; they
were conned into believing that if a Ped-
eral Liberal Government were appointed,
all the problems associated with the gold-
mining Indusiry generally in Waestern
Australia would be solved. If anyone dis-
putes that this is the feeling of the people
in the electorate, I repeat: that is what
they thought they were getting. Their view
is shared by the Editor of The Sunday
Times who referred to “Kalgoorlie’s need”
in the editorial of the 1st February, 1978.
He said—

. . . . And while on the subject of
election promises and part-promises.

Mr Fraser would do well, politically if
for no other reason, to take another
look at the situation in Kalgoorlie.

Does he really belleve Kalgoorlie
switched allegiance fram Labor to
Liberal for any other reason than
that the electorate felt a Liberal-
NCP Government might help over-
come the problems of the area, in-
c¢luding those of the gold mining
industry?

If he feels the change was the result
of a sudden espousing of Liberal-
NCP philosophies he is tragically
mistaken,

That could not be any closer to the
truth! That is the impression that the
people of Kalgoorlle have now,; particu-
larly those who have lost their Hvelihood
and who rely on the goldmining industry
and its eontinuing support in the area.

It is my opinlon also that the companies
themselves took part in that con trick of
the election promises given hy the Liberal
Party and its representatives in Canberra,
particularly in view of the reply dated the
30th March, 1976 received by the member
for Kalgoorlie in the State Parliament
from the Prime Minister. It would appear
that in the view of the Prime Minister,
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the cases presented on behalf of Kalgoor-
lie Lake View and the other companies
would not hold water and would do little
to convince any Government that it should
sink additional funds into these ventures.

I would suggest that as part of the
con trick. the companies made submis-
sions to the then Federal Labor Govern-
ment, based on an unjust economic sur-
mise; no Government, whether it be Labor
or Liberal, could have done anything but
reject such a submisslon, Of course, it
is history now that the Pederal Labor
Government did not reject the submis-
slons but was studying them at the point
it was removed from office.

On appointment to office in Canberra,
the Fraser Government said it would
continue to examine the situation, and it
did so. However, at the end of January
it stated that it did not intend to assist
the goldmining industry.

In his reply of the 30th March to the
State member for Kalgoorlle (Mr T. D.
Evans) Prime Minister Fraser talked about
curbing inflation and solving unemploy-
ment, and went on to say—

Further, in the case of Kalgoorlie
Lake View, the company conceded
that, in view of cosits and prices pre-
vailing at the tlme its representa-
tions were made, investment at Fimis-
ton was at best marsginally economice
and involved considerable risks.

That is an admission on the part of the
company which was asking the Federal
Government for assistance! The Prime
Minister continued—

Since that time, gold prices had
fallen considerably, and it was a very
real question whether the company
could repay any loan from Fimiston
profits, as 1t proposed, or indeed
whether operations would necessarily
take place at Fimiston If development
was completed.

Of course, the companies found them-
selves in a situation where they did not
have tlme to prepare fresh submissions
for the newly elected Federal Govern-
ment, and we have seen the result; the
mines now are closing down, probably to
the relief of the companies themselves
because they will not be forced to con-
tinue to drain shareholders of previous
profits.

One of the comments made by the
management of Hill 50 Gold at Mt. Mag-
net was that it was hard-pressed to at-
tract sultable hard rock miners. As 1
have already pointed out, the company
had ore reserves which had already been
broken, and had plant capable of treat-
ing this ore. It would have been only a
simple matter to pull it to the surface
and treat it before it allowed the mines
to flood.

I acknowiedge the assistance offered and
given by the State Government to the
mining companies concerned. However,
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as the Hon. R. T. Leeson pointed out, this
assistance probably was given on the as-
sumption, which the State Government
realised, that no Pederal assistance would
be forthcoming and that by giving such
assistance, the State Government wouwld
not be called upon to make any further
contribution. The State Government was
prepared to write off the conftribution it
had already made in the interests of
political expediency.

With the announcement that no assisi-
ance would be forthcoming from the Ped-
eral Government, a hastily convened pub-
lic meeting was held at Mt. Magnet and
attended by approximately 180 people. I
attended that meeting, in company with
the shadow Minister for Mines (Mr May),
and I was annoyed that the State Gov-
ernment did not see fit to be represented
at that meeting by the Minister for Mines
or another senior Cabinet Minister or
even a Treasury official—someone who
could make a statement to the people at
that meeting and perhaps soften the blow.

In fact, the only Government supporter
present was the member for Murchison-
Eyre (Mr Coyne), a very hardworking and
honest man, He was sent to Mt. Magnet
and put in the position of having to take
the brunt of the wrath the people of Mt.
Magnet were quite willing to display to
any Government supporter who set foot
in that town.

To Mr Caoyne’s credit, he fronted up:
but it is, to say the least, a little disappoint-
ing that the Government did not consider
it worth whlle to send a more senior
representative.

At that mecting, the member for
Murchison-Eyre said that the Government
could not provide any further assistance
to Hill 50 other than to guarantee 25 per
cent of the $2 million-odd required to fur-
ther develop the mine, and that he could
say no more than that the State Govern-
ment could not see its way clear to making
additional offers.

As a result of that public meeting, a
deputation comprising local people, the
member for Murchison-Eyre, the member
for Clontarf and myself saw the Premier
in Perth the next afternoon. Naturally,
the Premier listened very intently to the
case put before him by the management
of the mine and the other people present.
He then made an offer which at the time
appeared very generous; namely, that he
would increase the Government’s guar-
antee if any loan were raised to 333 per
cent.

If this information had been given to
the member for Murchison-Eyre, he could
have announced it at the public meeting
at Mt. Magnet, thereby aveiding the neces-
sity for a deputation to travel to Perth to
wait on the Premier, However magnificent
the Premier's gesture may appear to be,
I am sure the Government recognises that
it is a 100 to one chance it will be called
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upon to make this contribution available
because I do not believe the company itself
is interested in approaching its share-
holders for the capital required, and ap-
parently nobody is prepared to offer the
money to the company by way of loan.
Since that meeting, we have seen a de-
cline in the population of Mt. Magnet, and
the Government has reduced the hospital’s
status to that of a nursing post. In
answer to a question today, we were as-
sured that, at present, there is no possi-
bility of any further Government services
being reduced. However, we were told we
should appreciate “that matters of this
kind, in any lacation, are constantly under
review . . .” I gathered from that answer
that as the population of Mt Magnet
dwindles a little further, the people can
expect further cuts in thelr public services.
I can well believe that the present
Federal Government and the Western
Australian State Government are not con-
cerned for the future of the goldmining
industry. Certainly, it is obvious that the
new Federal member for Kalgoorlie is not
the least concerned, because in his maiden
speech delivered to the House of Repre-
sentatives on the 2nd March, 1976, he
devoted 13 minutes of his time to a general
discussion of his electorate, He made no
mention of the blggest problem at that
time existing in his electorate; namely,
the difficulties facing the mining industry.
I am sure somebody is going to correct
me by saying there is a time limit on
speeches delivered in the House of Repre-
sentatives. However, under Standing Order
91 of the House of Representatives, the
Federal member for Kalgoorlie had 20
minutes in which to present his case. He
availed himself of the opportunity of
speaking for only 13 minutes of that time.
The Hon. J. Heitman: I have seen some
of your colleagues sit here for 12 months,
and they would not have spoken for 13
minutes in all that time.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: I quite agree
with that, but I contend that a member
elected to represent the largest electorate
of the free world should be able {o find
enough to say to occupy the 20 minutes
available to him. These are sad days for
the people of the goldfields.

The Hon., N. E. Baxter: Perhaps Mr
Cotter was very wise, and was sitting back
and learning.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: I do not have
to remind members of the contribution to
the development of this State made by the
goldmining industry and the debt we owe
to the people who opened up these areas,

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: What is
the Stan Dellar solution?

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: Put Labor back
in! Unfortunately, I am not in a position
to provide the solution. I could make
promises, but then I would have to turn
around and say, “There has been a change
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in the economic factors assoclated with
this industry, and I am not in a position
now to give such assistance.”

The Hon, W. R. Withers: What would
you do if you had the power?

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: I would take a
closer look at the problem, and if I con-
sidered the companies could present a
better case, I would allow them to do so.
I believe that, had there been a State
Labhor Government in office, Hill 50 would
have received its guarantee without any
argument.

The Hon. J. Heitman: Why did not the
Federal Labor Governmeni provide the
assistance?

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: At no stage
did the Feders] Labor Government say
that it would not assist the goldmining
Industry. However there was a change
in the ministry, and Senator Wriedt was
appointed Minister for Minerals and
Energy. He was looking at the submis-
sions at the time of that “happening” of
the 11th November., The Federal Labor
Government had no opportunity to say
¥ea Or nay.

. 'The Hon. N. McNeill: You say it had no

time, but it had three years in which to

gg “l;i It left any decision to the death
ock.

The Hon. 5. J. DELLAR: Whether or not
that is true, the PFederal Labor Govern-
ment did not say no. However, the Federal
Liberal Government has refused aid:; the
Prime Minister himself readily conceded
that the economic case put up by Kalgoor-
lie Lake View and Star was, in the com-
pany’s own admission, uneconomic and
suspect. What Government would accept
any submission along those lines?

The Hon. N. McNeill: Yet you turn
around and say the Federal Liberal Gov-
ernment is wrong for refusing aid.

The Hon, 8. J. DELLAR: I did not say
that at all.

The Hon. J. Heitman: You are doing a
lot of crying about it.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: I am hot cry-
ing yet, but Mr Heitman may be crying in
a moment. I am sorry the goldmining
industry is not being assisted, and can
hope only that in the future the economic
situation will permit the goldmining areas
to be further developed.

The Hon. W. R, Withers: I certainly
}}!I?ﬁesso too, particularly in the case of
0.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: The next point
I should like to discuss relates to the water
supply situation at Carnarvon., I realise
that members have heard the Hon. G. W.
Berry and myself speak on this matter at
some length previously; in fact, the debate
on this subject has continued for as long
as I can remember, and I should like to
discuss it again now.
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I first went to Carnarven in 1962 as
Assistant Town Clerk to the Town of Car-
narvon. Shortly after I arrived, the
amalgamation of the Shire of Gasedyne-
Minilya and the Town of Carnarvon took
place, forming the Shire of Carnarvon, and
I became the assistant shire clerk of that
shire,

I well recall from the first day T arrived
in Carnarvon that there was talk of dam-
ming the river. There was the Turkey
Creek dam, suggestions for atomic blast-
ing of 2 dam and talk of so many other
types of dams that in the end, the people
did not give a damn! This was at a time
when there was a State Liberal Govern-
ment, and there was considerable specula-
tion amongst the residents of the town
and the plantation areas as to whether or
not a dam would be built “next year”,
Many investigations were conducted and
reports submitted, but nobody came up
with a solution and nohody made a decision
one way or another.

The speculation continued throughout
the 1960s, with people wondering whether
or not they were going to get an assured
water supply. Possibly, the reason for a
decision not being made was that during
the term of the Brand Government the
river ran every year. The Brand Govern-
ment could not take credit for that, but it
was fortunate that a river flow occurred
every year, and the real problem did not
come to 2 head.

However, with the appointment of
the Tonkin Government, the specu-
lation ceased because it had the courage
to say to the people of the area,
“We are hot golng to build a dam.
It is not feasible and it will not work, for
more than one reason’.

I congratulate the Minister of the day
who was responsible for ending the specu-
lation. Many old-timers, and other people
who had resided for a long pericd at Car-
narvon, including Mr George Berry,
thought a dam would never be a possi-
bility. In any case we saw a decision
being made not to continue with the con-
struction of a dam.

Governments of the past have had a
look at alternative methods of supplying
the requirements of the area. It was
agreed finally that work would be under-
taken upstream of the main pumping area
in order to obtain additional water
supplies. Those areas were to be
developed by the sinking of additional
bores and the piping of the water into the
existing system.

Whether the decision was actually made
by the Tonkin Government to carry on
that scheme or whether the scheme was
initiated by the Brand Government does
not, to my mind, matter. Looking at the
flgures it can be seen that both Govern-
ments—although the Tonkin Government
did initiate the extension of this water
supply sctheme—participated, and fthe
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scheme has been carried on by the present
Court Government. In this respect I have
some figures to which I will refer later on.

I said earlier there had been a verbal
battle going on, and this was more like a
continuing series of Blue Hills. I refer to
letters to the editor which have appeared
in the Northern Times. I believe it pos-
sibly started off with a statement made by
Senator Walsh when he was or. a visit to
Carnarvon, He asserted there would be no
Federal funds for the extension of this
scheme which had been carried on by the
State from its own resources,

A reply to those comments was made by
the member for Gascoyne (Mr Laurance}
who claimed that the senator’s comments
were & cruel trick. In reply to that state-
ment the senator said it was not a cruel
trick, and that Mr Laurance did not know
what he was talking about.

More recently a Mrs Wetherell of Car-
narven wrote to the Northern Times on
the 1st April in relation to this situation,
and in the same edition of that newspaper
a letter from the member for Gascoyne
(Mr Laurance) relating to the scheme also
appeared. On that letter the member for
Gascoyne sald he rested his case. He was
veferring to the fact that he had made a
comment that the Court Government had
spent in excess of $! million in the past
two years on extensions to the Gascoyne
ground water scheme. I do not deny that,
because it is a statement of fact. However,
when people give a story—I do nhot become
involved in writing letters to the Press,
because I do not helieve in this methed,
and there are far hetter ways of getting
the peint over—they should tell the whole
story.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: What way do
you adopt?

The Hon. 8. J. DELLAR: T am about to
use one way now, The inference one
would draw from the comments made by
the member for Gascoyne was that the
only Government which did anything to
assist the people of Carnarvon was the
Court Government; but that is not correct.
Anyone from Carnarvon would know that
very little was done prior to the Tonkin
Government taking office, and on this
aspect I will mention certain points later.

I have before me some figures relating
to the extension of the Gascoyne ground
water scheme. I shall not deal with the
figures which were supplied to me in
answer to a question today, because I have
not had time to look at them. In the
1970-71 period, in the last Budget brought
down by the Brand Government, a sum of
893 133 was provided for starting the
extensions to this scheme, One would
realise that in the initial stage there would
not be a very large expenditure.

In the 1971-72 period the sum expended
amounted to $212429; that was in the
term of office of the Tonkin Government.
In the 1973-74 period, in the last Budget
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introduced by the Tonkin Government, the
amount was §586983. Bearing in mind
the fact that the Court Government was
elected in February or March of 1874, we
find that the majority of the allocation of
$586 983 was spent hefore the Court Gov-
ernment came to office. In the 1974-75
period the Court Government expended
$642 823 on the scheme.

We have been told that about that time
inflation was rampant, and allowing for
inflation the increase in the 1974-75 Bud-
get of the Court Government was not
much greater than the figure in the
1973-7¢ Budget of the Tonkin Govern-
ment,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: What were
the results of that expenditure?

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: The stheme
was well under way, and was being ex-
tended by this Government, The point I
make Is that some people are prepared
to make comments to suit only thelr
own argument, but in my case I want to
give the true picture of what happened
to that scheme from its inception up to
the present time.

From the flgures it can be seen that
the expenditure under the Tonkin Gov-
ernment totalled $1216338, and in the
last two years according to the assertion
of the member for Gascoyne ahout $1 mil-
lion has been spent by the Court Gov-
ernment,

In the 1974-75 Budget of the Court Gov-
ernment the expenditure was $642 823, and
the flgure given to me by the Minister
in answer to a question today shows that
the expenditure up to the 31lst March of
this yvear was $328 128, making a total of
$970 951 expended by the Court Govern-
ment,

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Is there any
Commonwealth money included in that?

The Hon. S, J. DELLAR: Up to this
stage I do not think so. These are the
figures appearing in the Estimates of the
State. In the two years of the Court
Government an amount of $970951 was
expended. I do not know the sactual
figures of allocation appearing in the Bud-
get, but when all the expenditure is ad-
ded up the amount in excess of $1 million
appears to be correct.

What I want to point out to the people
of Carnarvon and to the general public
is that the whole picture should bhe pre-
sented to them and not one side of the
argument only. It is fairly obvious fto
me that, in the interests of the area, both
Governments have made a contribution
to this scheme. No Government, whether
it be one from this side of the House or
one from the opposite stde of the House,
can say it has done more than the other.
Both Governments realised the importance
of the area, and hoth have done what
they could without the assistance of Fed-
eral funds.

(COUNCIL]

The Hon. Clive Griffiths: A short while
ago you said the Court Government had
done nothing.

The Hon. S. J. DELLAR: This is one
area where the Court Government could
have done more. In fact, it did not al-
locate a greater amount than was ex-
pended by the Tonkin Governmeni. It
merely continued the scheme initiated by
the Tonkin Government,

That does not apply only to the Gas-
coyne ground water scheme., We have
heard claims that the Court Government
built the small boat harbour, the Carnar-
von Hospital, and the courthouse. It did
not. These projects were initiated by the
Tonkin Government, There were other
projects initiated by the Tonkin Govern-
ment, such as the extensions to the junior
high school and to the East Carnarvon
School. Those projects might have been
continued by the Court Government, but
they were initiated by the Tonkin Gov-
ernment.

I suggest that if anyone wants to gain
political mileage he will tell the story
which he wants the people to belleve. I
can say to the member for Gascoyne and
to the people of Gascoyne that whilst I
acknowledge the Court Government ex-
pended the sum mentioned in the Press,
nevertheless the contribution by the Ton-
kin Government was equally good, if not
better, because it initiated the scheme. If
we take into account inflation then the
efforts of the Tonkin Government should
be highly commended, and we see that
in fact it did more than the present Gov-
ernment has done.

The last point I wish to discuss relates
to the Shire of Exmouth and its adminis-
tration. The townsite was gazetted in
December, 1963, and the Shire of Exmouth
was constituted on the lst January, 1964.
It was formed &s part of the old Gascoyne-
Minilya Shire Council, for the purpose of
establishing a townsite for the support
facilities required by the United States
naval communications station which was
to be built at North West Cape. Naturally
when this was being done there was noth-
ing in the area except two pastoral leases,
There was no townsite, and only a small
amount of exploratory work was being car-
ried out on prawn fishing at Exmouth.

At the outset a civil commissioner was
appainted, and he held the dual role of
being the State and the Commonwealth
representative in the area, and he was to
be the first poinf of contact with the
United States naval authorities, He was
also appoined Commissioner for the Shire
of Exmouth, taking the full role of the
president and the councillors.

That procedure had to be followed, be-
cause at the time there was nothing in
the area. In view of the rapid development
and the construction problems which would
arise in that area, an elected counci! would
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not have worked, because there were few
people available to be elected to the
council. I should know, because I was the
first full-time shire clerk of Exmouth,
and prior to that I had served for 12
months as the administrative assistant to
the commissioner.

The town has developed, not only with
funds raised by the Shire of Exmouth but
with generous grants from the Common-
wealth Government and the State Govern-
ment—of both pnolitical parties—to the
stage where we now have a modern fown
with most of the amenities which one
would desire in that climate. This has
been achieved not only through invest-
ment by the Government, but by private
individuals, People have established busi-
nesses and built their homes in that area;
and in general they have taken a very big
step in the creation of a new and modern
town.

Up to this point of time the private per-
sons, who have built houses and establisheg
businesses such as earth-moving plants,
have not had a say in the affairs and the
administration of their shire. I helieve, and
I said this three or four years ago, that it
is about time those people were given a
say. When Mr Stubbs was Minister for
Local Government I approached him on
this matter. He said the department was
looking into the situation, but it did not
think the time was opportune to introduce
an elected shire council.

I asked him about the appointment of
8 committee to work in conjunction with
the civil commissioner, and Mr Stubbs
said at the time that his department would
also look into this matter., The present
Minister has also bheen asked about
this, and he has said that he will look into
it.

At this stage the residents of the town
are very keen to have an elected council.
With the appointment of a new commis-
sioner the time appears to be opportune.
If the people cannot have an elected coun-
cil—I do not believe they will get one—
then some type of advisory committee
should be appointed to work in conjunc-
tion with the commissioner for the shire,
This work will not affect his duties as
civil commissioner.

I repeat that the time is now opportune
to introduce an elected council, because a
new commissioner has been appointed, and
he is a person who has not had the experi-
ence or knowledge possessed by the previous
commissioner, Colonel Murdoch. The
people who have lived in that area for
many vears would be in a position to advise
the commissioner, if he saw fit to seek
their advice, on how best the town could
be run,

On the 11th March, 1976, a letter was
sent to the Minister for Local Government
(Mr Rushton), This was signed by 12
husinessmen in the town of Exmouth. The
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points set out in that letter spell out what
the people there want. The letter reads
as follows—

We the undersiemed ratepayers of
the Shire of Exmouth request the Gov-
ernment to give urgent consideration
to the early appointment of an Ad-
visory Council or Committee to work
in conjunction with the newly
appointed Commissioner for the Shire
of Exmouth.

It is considered that the Shire is
now sufficiently established to the
point where the ratepayers and elec-
tors should have some say in the
administration and functioning of
their town.

Under the previous arrangements
there was very little liaison with the
local people to obtain their views and
with the appointment of the new
Commissioner it would be opportune,
at this time, for a hody to be formed.

This would he of benefit to both the
Commissioner and Local residents as
all sections of the community would
have some official method of contact
with him.

The Commissioner would also re-
ceive the benefit of the opinions of
people who have been resident in
Exmouth for some years and have in-
vested in the town and its future.

I asked a question on the same subject
on the 2nd October, 1975, as follows—

Further to the reply to my question
on the 11th September, 1975, regard-
ing the futura administration of the
Shire of Exmouth—

(a) will the Minister advise the
present attitude of the Gov-
erntment to the appointment
of an elected council, as it
applies specifically to the
Shire of Exmouth; and

(h) wiil the ratepayers and elec-
tors of the Shire of Exmouth
be invited to express their
opinions when the question of
future administration of local
government at Exmouth s
being considered?

The Minister replied—

(a} The Government believes an
elected council should bhe
established at Exmouth as
soon as is appropriate, recog-
nising that at present there
are special circumstane-s.

(b) The Minister is considering
an arrangement whereby the
local people can be more
closely involved in local gov-
ernment affairs.

As I said, I asked for that information on
the 2nd October, 1975, and I have no
reason to brlieve the Minjst-r has changed
hiz attitude. I hove a sitiration ecan be
hrought ahbout whereby the local pconle
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within the townsite, and within the shire
can have & say in the affairs which relate
to the running of their town. They do not
want a financial interest, but there are
other ways by which to improve the
amenities which are available.  Those
people who have invested their money in
the area, and also many of the other
residents who have been there for a num-
ber of years, feel they should have an
opportunity to have some say in the affairs
of Exmouth.

I support the motion with some reserva-
tions at this stage. I trust that in the
future the people of Western Australia
will see through the smokescreen gen-
erated by this Government in an effort to
hide its inadequacies and its failure to
perform.

Sitting suspended from 6.02 to 7.30 p.m.

THE HON. T. KENIGHT (South) [(7.30
frm.]1: I would like to congratulate the Hon.
Margaret McAleer for the magnificent
speech she made in moving this motion at
the opening of Parliament. It was refresh-
ing to hear a woman move the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-Reply in
the House.

I would also like to congratulate the
Hon. Des Dans on his appointment as
Leader of the Opposition. Because of the
experience he has {0 hack him up, I know
he will do a good job.

In my speech on the Address-in-Reply
I will briefly mention activities which have
taken place and problems which have
caused concern over the last few years in
various areas of my electorate. I believe
that regardless of the size of the town or
shire, all areas in my electorate are of
equal importance.

Late last month arrangements were
made for four Ministers to visit the South
Province to learn of the problems occur-
ring in the area and to answer questions
where possible. The four Ministers were
the Deputy Premier (the Hon, D. H.
O’'Neil), the Minister for Lands and Sur-
veys (the Hon. K. A. Ridge}, the Minister
for Agriculture (the Hon. R. C. Old), and
the Minister for Transport, Shipping,
Traffic, and Police (the Hon. R. J. O'Con-
nor). Mr Ray Young, the Cabinet Secre-
tary, was also in attendance. We called
at the shires in the provinee and had
meetings with the councillors, the towns-
people, and the electors. Questions relat-
ing to the province were put to the Min-
isters, and on most oceasions the Ministiers
gave replies in relation to the problems
people have been experiencing for years.

I will deal first of all with the town in
which I live; that is, Albany. The Govern-
ment has promised to deepen the Albany
Harbour ready for the §3 million-worth
of extensions which Co-operative Bulk
Handling will build there in the next couple
of years. I appeal to the Government to
ensure that the deepening of the harbour
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is carried out and ready for the CBH
installations. In view of the millions of
dollars which will be expended we cannoct
afford any delay, and sincere co-operation
between the Government and CBH s
necessary to ensure that the projects go
ahead as planned.

At the present fime seismlc testing and
blasting are taking place in the Albany
area for a fishing harbour or jetty. I
believe there is a great future for fishing
at Albany. There are three trawlers
operating now, Hunt's canning factory is
one of the higgest shore-based fishing
operations in Australia. At the moment the
salmen schools are coming along the coast.
Tuna fishing is an all-year-round opera-
tion, and at the end of the salmon run the
fishermen usually turn to herring. Albany
has a great future a5 a fishing town, and
I believe the fishing industry will be well
and truly to the fore in the Great Southern
area in the next few years and that it will
become one of the biggest fishing centres
in Australia. A fishing harbour will there-
fore be a great asset to Albany and to the
industry.

The technical school at Albany has becn
operating for something like four years
now. Last week I asked & question of the
Minister regarding the electrical section of
the schogl, There are 20 electrical appren-
tices in Albany, seven apprentices
in the adjacent areas, and 48 trades-
men in the town who require the Iacllities
of the technical school to further thelr
training in the field of turning and wind-
ing. At the moment they are doing
mainly fitting and installation. They can-
not get an A-grade licence until they have
qualified in the other sections of the trade.
At the moment it 1s necessary to take time
off to go to the metropolitan area to under-
take this study. An electrical section at
the annexe would save tradestnen this
exnense,

A residential hostel at the Albany tech-
nical annex is a necessity because the
school serves the surrounding areas out
to Lake Grace and Ravensthorpe, Children
living in rural areas are not able to attend
the schoal because of the lack of boarding
facilities, and I believe a residential hostel
is essential when a technical school has to
serve such a large agricultural region and
beople would otherwise have to travel great
distances in order to attend the school.

The ministerial party visited Esperance,
which is the second largest town in my
area and a town which is growing quickly
and has great potential. Members are
aware that the problems in the beef in-
dustry which have affected the whole of
Australia have greatly affected the Es-
perance region, However, during the min-
isterial visit the people of Esperance were
assured that in the near future there
waould be a freight subsidy for heef going
into the new works of Esperance Meat
Exporters. In addition, because of the
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downturn in the beef industry, the Gov-
ernment has agreed to an extension of
time for the Government guarantee for
the construction of the works. The Gov-
ernment guarantee has been upgraded also.
The people of Esperance, and particularly
those sponsoring the constructlon of the
Esperance Meat Exporters factory, are very
griiteful to the Government for taking this
action,

I now move on to Mt. Barker and Cran-
brook. Those two towns are 24 mile§
apart and their problems, geographical
position, and farming activities are similar.
We have asked for the appointment of a
viticulturist to the area, and I believe one
should be made available, The Frank-
land River vineyards have now been es-
tablished, and Plantagenet Wines have be-
come established just west of Mt. Barker,
They have purchased the warehouse of
Paterson & Co. and set it up as a winery
jin the town itself. This vineyard now has
great need of the expertise and information
available from a viticulturalist and I think
the Government should give serious con-
sideration to such an appointment because
the wines produced in the area are appar-
ently of top quality and have won several
awards in shows in the last couple of years.

The Mt. Barker, Cranbrook, Tambellup,
Frankland and Rocky Gully areas are also
experiencing the problem of a lack of water.
A few years ago the Great Southern experl-
enced a drought, which is the only one I
can ever remember, During that period good
farming and grazing land was barren and
the fences were buried in sand drifts.
Farmers had to cart water and they suf-
fered heavy stock and crop losses. The
Government intends to extend the com-
prehensive water scheme through the Great
Southern. In the meantime, alternative sup-
plies will be drawn from bores, etc., in the
near proximity to the town until the main
scheme can draw on the Denmark River,
which will in time be incorporated into the
comprehensive scheme. Funds have heen
allocated and the work will commence this
year. The Albany Zone Development
Committee formed a subcommitiee, under
the chairmanship of Councillor Brian
Tayvlor of Tambelup, to deal with this
aspect of the comprehensive water scheme.
The subcommittee undertcok an investiga-
tion and made recommendations to the
Government which made it possible for the
Government to go ahead with the con-
struction of the first stage of the scheme.

One of the greatest problems in the
Denmark shire is that it comprises many
hectares of Crown land, “A"-class and
forest reserves, and water catchment
areas, with the result that the shire does
not receive from the farms and residen-
tial areas sufficient revenue by way of
rates to enable it to function properly.
On several occasions the shire has asked
for more land to be thrown open for farm-
ing in order to attract more ratepayers
to the area. I understand another 2 000
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acres have been opened up recently in
the Mitchell River area east of Denmark,
which will provide four more farms. How-
ever, there are something like 77 000 hec-
tares of national parks, water catchment
areas, etc. which are unratable and the
Denmark shire has to foot the cost of
services and so on in the area. I believe
the Government should seriously consider
making provision for rating of parks and
water catchment areas in shires such as
Denmark so that they will not be out of
pocket all the time,

‘While speaking abhout Denmark, I want
to mention a point which was raised
during the ministerial tour; that is, the
situation in regard to McLean’s sawmill.
This is a small company which has set
up about four miles out of Denmark on
the Wailpole road.

The Hon, W. R. Withers: They are very
efficiently run.

The Hon, T. KNIGHT: Mr McLean has
made a study of the cutting of timber to
get the maximum possible return. He is
cutting something like 50 per cent of the
recovery from timber, and T understand
from the report I have read that the aver-
age return in Western Australia at the
present time is something like 37 per cent.
Between 20 and 30 years ago there were
probably three or four big timber com-
panies in Western Australia. Being in the
right place at the right time, they
were given timber rights in these areas.
MeLean 1s cutting back on the lefiovers of
those blz companies and has to rely on
conditional purchase land allocated in the
area to obftain from farmers the right
to cut the timber on that land. The com-
prany employs about 40 men. If the average
family consists of four persons, 160 peaple
are being supported by the mill; and when
we consider the ancillary services in the
town, we realise MclLean’s sawmill would
be responsible directly or indirectly for the
empioyment of up to 400 people in Den-
mark, which Is a large percentage of the
population.

Mr McLean has told me that he belieyes
in this day and age one has to be efficient
to stay in business, to remain in a job,
or whatever the case may be. He is not
asking for royealties, timber grants, or
timber rights unless he can prove he is
more efficient, If the other companies
are not proving to be efficient and
are not bringing in a rate of recovery
of timber as great as that of Mr
McLean, then they should be forced
to step up their production or to forfeit
their timber rights to a more efficient
company. I must say that I agree emphati-
cally with Mr McLean in that respect, as
this would ensure no over-cutting of our
forests.

I turn now to the question of a water
supply for Hopetoun. As I mentioned once
before in an Address-in-Reply debate in
this place, Hopetoun is on the south coast,
south of Ravensthorpe. In the early days
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it was the port for gold and copper
mining ex Ravensthorpe. Since those
days it still has not got power,
water, and the other facilities that we
expect in a modern society. I have pushed
on several occasions in respect of this,
and now we have been assured that elec-
tricity will be provided later this year.
However, due to the geographical position
of the town and the heavy concentrations
of salt in the area, it is maintained that
potable water cannot be found of suffi-
cient quality and in the quantity required
by the department to provide a water
scheme for the town.

In a question last year I asked the
Minister whether he was aware of the
fact that I had a private contractor who
was prepared to drill in the Hopetoun
area and prove that water was available.
On the trip with the Ministers the other
week, I handed the Minister 8 quote from
this private drilling contractor who has
been into the area at my request—and pos-
sibly as a favour to me—and drilled; and
he maintains he has found an area that
will bring in the quantity of wafer re-
quested by the Government and of the
required quality. He says if he goes ahead
with the job and cannot bring in what
the Government requests, he will not
charge anything. From the experience this
gentleman has had, I helieve we c¢an
possibly look forward to Hopetoun having
a water supply within the next 12 months,
and I hope our Government will give its
maximum support.

Hopetoun is a lovely little town with
attractive beaches, a nice position, good
weather, hut no water; which means it
is missed by all tourists and almost every
ather person that would visit a holiday
resort.

Bremer Bay had a set-up similar to
that of Hopetoun. Last year the Govern-
ment, upon representation from the mem-
bers of the area, had a water supply in-
stalled at Bremer Bay, and we have
been promised that by November this year
the town will have an electricity supply.
The Minister for Traffic, who is responsible
for the Main Roads Department has told
the Gnowanhgerup Shire during the trip that
over the next four years the sum of $1.1
million will be spent on upgrading pro-
gressively the Boxwood Hill-Bremer Bay
Road, which means that the people of
Bremer Bay will be almost at the stage
of being able to say that people living in
the country are not inconvenienced when
compared with people living in the city.

I would like to make a point about a
very small townsite in my area. I am
referring to Lake Varley. We have never
received many complaints from th= people
who live in this place; they do not cause
us any worries; they are good, honest,
farming citizens. However, we visited the
town last year and found that mothers
and fathers there are greatly concerned
about the fact that the schog] is on a
corner block of land adjacent to a road
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along which heavy trucks cart zraln to
the bins, and they fear for the safety of
their children. They would like a fence
constructed along the road. I would ask
the Minister to give this matter serious
consideration. These people do not ask
for much, and the safety of their children
is of paramount importance to them. I
would like the Minister to consider the
request I have made and to have a small
fence constructed around the school at
Lake Varley.

The town of Lake Grace also has a point
of concern in respect of education. The
people there are concerned about the
amount of travelling their children must
do to get to school. T would ask the Min-
ister for Education to lock into the
residential four-night hostel that has been
suggested on numerous occasions. Nothing
seems to have heen done yet., Each time
we visit Lake Grace the same question is
asked, and we cannot answer jt. ‘The
neople of Lake Grace believe they have a
case; we have looked at the matter, but
as yet nothing has been done.

I bezlieve the Nyabing-Pingrup area has
been well looked after by the State Gov-
ernment in the last 12 months. A new
grain receival bin has been built at Falcon-
dale by CBH because the previous bin at
Kuringup North was situated In low-lying
country and was subject to flooding. The
road to the new Falcondale bin is of gravel
and s virtually only a one-way road. A
school bus service uses this road, together
with the many heavy trucks which travel
to and from the bin. The people of the
area were concerned that there might be
a serlous or fatal accident in the very
near future due to the road condition.

‘The Minister looked into this matter,
and I am grateful to say that $50 000 was
allocated for the upgrading of this road,
much to the pleasure of the people of the
Nyvabing-Pingrup area. On top of that,
the Nyabing-Katanning road has been
cutting up for several years. ‘This Is &
major arterial road in that area. It carries
a fair amount of traffic, and its narrow-
ness has been the cause of quite a few
accidents. The local people are terribly
upset about the number of accidents but
are grateful for the fact that to this stage
no death has occurred. The Minister was
asked to do something about this and once
again, to the satisfaction of all, a further
$50 000-odd was granted for the upgrading
of this road.

I am mentioning these things because I
am grateful for all the Government has
done in my area through representations
being made to it by members, This proves
that the Government does consider the
country people and their problems, and is
trying to uplift their conditions to the
standard that people in the city have come
to expect, but for which peaple In the
counttrv have hattled for years.

A matter I would like considered—I
think every country member would like
this considered—concerns the Land Act.
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It does not matter what part of the coun-
try one lives in, there is always a consti-
tuent who comes along with a complaint
about conditional purchase land, condi-
tional leases, Crown land, or what-have-
you. I think the Land Act contains many
anomalies, and I would like to see the Gov-
ernment establish a committee to look into
this legislation with a view to amending 1t.
Having spoken to other members, I would
say it appears many of them think
it is high {ime the Land Act was rewritten.
I hope that will happen within the next 12
months; and if a committee is constituted,
1 would like to serve on it.

Since being elected to this Parliament
I have served on several committees within
the ranks of the Liberal Party and the coa-
lition. One of the main committees with
which I have been happy to be associated
was that on rural housing. Over the years
—in fact ever since we can remember—
problems have occurred in respect of
financing or establishing homes for people
on new land farms, or in the back blocks
of the rural! community. I am pleased to
say that as a result of recommendations
made by the committee on which I served,
the Government has agreed to bring in a
Bill establishing a rural housing authority,
as stated in the Governor's Speech.

I believe—and I am sure most country
members would agree—this will be the
biggest sihgle step forward in respect of
housing in rural areas ever taken by any
Government in Australia. This matter
has come up for consideration in every
Statc. I know that pecople and members
of Parliament to whom I have spoken In
other States have been trying to find an
answer to the problem of financing hous-
ing for new land farmers and people in
rural areas, so that they may borrow
money for housing on the same basis as
their city cousins. I am delighted to say
that the Government has seen fit to follow
the recommendations presented by the
committee.

Another subject to which I would like to
devote a little time is tourism. We read
and hear every day that tourism is a multi-
million-dollar industry, and that tourism
in Western Australia has increased tre-
mendously over the last few years, If I
recall the figures correctly, I understand
tourism in this State will double once the
east-west road is completed. Yet In
country towns such as Albany, Esperance,
Bunbury, Geraldton, and Mt. Barker,
problems are experienced in the financing
of tourist bureaus. The Government is
here to help the people, the State, and its
towns: and I believe the amount allocated
to the Department of Tourism each year is
totally inadequate. From memory I think
the amount is $270 000 a year. I do not
know how many tourist bureaus we have
in this State, but anyone can see the
amount set aside is totally inadequate to
finance the tourist industry which is build-
ing up in this State. I strongly urge the
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Minister and the Government to consider
the provision of an increased allecation to
the tourist industry in our State.

In my provinece the Government has been
instrumental in helping me and other
members bring about the wishes of our
electors. For this I am very grateful, and
I thank the Government for the generosity
it has bestowed upon my electorate in mast
instances. I hope that we can continue to
represent our electors to the degree they
would want us to. I support the motion.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
Grace Vaughan.

COMPANIES (CO-OPERATIVE) ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. N. McNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) (7.57 p.m.}: I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Members will be aware that the last
10 vears have seen a cousiderable num-
ber of amendments made to the Companies

Act, 1961-1975.

The majority of those amendments have
been passed to protect the investing
public, but none of them sapplies to com-
panies incorporated since 1962 under the
Companies (Co-operative) Act, or to co-
operative companies still governed by that
Act. which were incorporated before 1962.

The Bill now before the House seeks
to amend section 46 of the principal Act
by inserting a new section (3a), which is
intended to protect the investing pubiic
in two ways.

Tirstly, paragraph (a) of the new sec-
tion 46 (3a) seeks to prohibit the com-
missloner for corporate affairs—previously
the registrar of companies—from accept-
ing any prospectus to be issued to the
public by a co-operative company if it
appears to him that it 15 intended that
any of the moneys that may be received
in pursuance of the prospectus are to be
used for the purpose of carrying on a
business having any of the objects speci-
fled in paragraph (a) of section 4 (1) of
the Building Societies Act.

Although sections 4 (4) and 5A of the
Building Societies Act prohibit the forma-
tion or incorporation of a company for
such objects except under the Building
Societies Act, on two occasions companies
have obtained incorporation under the
Companies (Co-operative) Act for the pur-
vose of carrying on a business having those
objects, The documenis lodged to obtain
incorporation of the companies concerned
were typical of an investment company,
and it was not until the directors of one
of the companies concerned attempted to
register a prospectus that the Commis-
sioner for Corporate Affajrs was in & posi-
tion to see that the company did, in fact,
intend to earry on business as a building
society. But at that stage, the company’s
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solicitors argued that there was no pro-
vision in either the Building Societies Act
or the Companies (Co-operative) Act
which entitled the commissioner to refuse
to accept the prospectus, simply because
the company intended to carry on such a
business. The new section 46 (3a) (a)
is intended to rectify that situation,

Secondly, paragraph (b) of the new sec-
tion 46 (3a) is intended to extend to pro-
spectuses issued by co-operative companies
a provision which has appeared in the
Companies Act, 1961-1976—in one form or
another—since the coming into operation
of that legislation. This provision pro-
hibits the commissioner from accepiing
any prospectus if he is of the opinion that
it contains any statement or matter that
is misleading in the form or context in
which it is included. This new provision
will require co-operative companies to
meet the same standards that other com-
panies have to satisiy in relation to mis-
leading statements in prospectuses issued
by them. In the absence of such a pro-
vision in the Companies (Co-operative)
Act, promoters of co-operative companies
canhot he compelled to delete or amend a
statement in a prospectus which is mis-
leading or likely to mislead the public,
and the new provision is, once again, in-
tended to rectify this deficiency.

In addition, it is proposed to insert in
section 173 of the principal Act, a new
subsection (2), which would prevent any
further companies from being incorporated
as co-operatives under the principal Act
unless the consent in writing of the Minis-
ter to such incorporation has been first
obtained. The purpose of this amend-
ment is to enable greater control to be
exercised over the companies which seek
to obtain the benefits of incorporation
under the principal Act, bearing in mind
that the obligations Iimposed on such
companies and their directors and the
offence provisions of the principal Act, are
very much less than those now contained
in the Companies Act, 1961-1875. Incor-
poration under the Companies (Co-opera-
tive) Act ought to be restricted to what
might be termed “genuine” co-operatives,
rather than allow a company to avoid
the more stringent controls contained in
the uniform companies legislation simply
by using the word “co-operative” in its
name and complying with the other
requirements set out in sections 173 to 175
of the Companies (Co-operative) Act.

The new section 173 (2) may also help
to avold a situation to which I have already
referred; namely, the difficulty of finding
after the event, by reference to a prospec-
tus and so on, that a company has been
incorporated under the Companies (Co-
operative) Act in contravention of sections
4 (4) and 5A of the Building Societies Act.

The Bill also seeks to insert in the
principal Act 2 new section 401 which will
empower the Commissioner for Corporate
Affafrs to destroy documents lodged under
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the Act after a reasonahle period., The
new section empowers him to destroy
annual returns or balance sheets after
seven years; other documents—excluding
those relating to the memorandum or
articles of a company-—not still required
after 15 years; and documents of defunct
companies after 15 years.

I commend the Bill to members.

Dehate adjourned, on motion by the Hon,
D. K. Dans (Leader of the Opposition).

OCCUPATIONAL THERAFPISTS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. N, E. BAXTER (Central—
Minister for Health) [8.06 p.m.1;: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
Qccupational therapy now forms an
essential part of the pattern of medieal
ancillary services surrounding the practice
of medicine.

It is effective in promoting recovery from
illness, both physical and mental. It forms
a most important part of the rehabilitative
process where people have suffered severe
injury which might leave them handi-
capped.

Legislation requirtng the registration of
gualified persons has operated since 1957,

Since 1957 certain changes have taken
place which have caused the registratton
Elclaiar% it]? seek the amendments proposed in

[ .

‘The first of these amendments seeks to
substitute a new definition of the term
“‘oeeupational therapy” which has been
resolved following consultation between
registration boards throughout the world
in assoclation with the World Federation
of Occupational Therapists, and this
definition is acceptable to assoclated pro-
fessions.

It is also proposed to amend the con-
stitution of the Occupational Therapists
Registration Board of Western Australia,
which consists of five members, one of
whom is the nominee of the Senate of the
University of Western Australia.

Such appointment was designed to pro-
vide a link with fertiary education fields.
However, the Western Australian Institufe
of Technology has since come into being,
and has taken over the training of stud-
ents.

The board now feels that the appro-
priate link with tertiary education would
be best achieved by substifuting a nom-
inee of the institute for the present uni-
versity nominee. Both the university and
the institute concur in this arrangement.

Other amendments to that particular
section are simply to update the wording,
as the original Act referred to a board
which had not then come into being and
provided, firstly, that the board should be
deemed to be constituted when all the
appointments were made and, secondly,
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that the board, when constituted, would
he a body corporate, As the board has
been constituted for some years, it has
been found necessary to provide that the
board shall be constituted by the persons
from time to time appointed.

Several amendments are also sought to
the section of the Act which empowers the
board to make rules.

It is proposed to insert reference to col-
leges of advanced education in the section
relating to the qualifications of various
training bodies which the board recognises
for registration purposes.

The amendment would cater for the
institute of technology and any college of
advanced education in this and any other
State or country which undertook train-
ing f{o the standard demanded by the
board.

Amendments are also sought to those
areas of this section which refer to pre-
scribing the course of study and classes
t0 be attended, time to be spent in train-
ing, and places at which persons may be
trained for qualification for registration.

Prior to the institute of technology tak-
ing over iraining, the board conducted
the course. It made rules which specified
details of the course. These are now
matters for the institute., The boarg will
alter its rules so that they specify the
broad content of the course, and recognise
named institutes as authorised training
schools.

For like reasons, it is proposed to amend
two further subsections. The selection of
students will be an institute function, sub-
ject to a minimum standard of education
which will be specified.

The board will no longer issue diplomas
to graduates. This will be attended to
by the education institute which under-
takes the training and examination of
students,

The board will simply accept applica-
tions for registration, supported by a
qualifying certificate from a recognised
training school.

The final amendment relates to regis-
tration under the Act. The section would
be simplified by removing reference to the
age of an applicant for registration, and
the “grandfather” clause which has now
expired.

The age of majority having been de-
termined to be 18 years, there fis
no longer need to specify a minimum age.
In practice, no student could qualify be-
fore reaching the age of 18 years.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon.
Grace Vaughan,

THE CONFEDERATION OF WESTERN
AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRY
(INCORPORATED) BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West—
Minister for Justice) [8.11 pm.): I move—
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That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill concerns the amalgamation of
the Confederation of Western Australian
Industry (Incorporated) (formerly the
Western Australian Employers’ Federation
(Incorporated)) and the West Australian
Chamber of Manufactures (Incorporated).
Tr_xese groups had representation on cer-
tain other bodies, and the purpose of the
proposed Bill is to maintain the same
number of representatives, but under the
name of the Confederation of Western

Australian Industry (Incorporated).
Winding up procedures have been com-
menced to formally dissolve the West Aus-
tralian Chamber of Mahufactures (Incor-
porated) and, should the Bill hecome an
Act, the matter will be finalised shortly

after the proclamation of the Act.

The Confederation of Western Australian
Industry (Incorporated} and the West
Australian Chamber of Manufactures (In-
corporated), have taken an active part in
the preparation of the legislation, and are
in full agreement with its terms.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon,
D. W. Cooley,

SUPEEME COURT ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

_T!lE HON, N. McNEILL (Lower West—

Minister for Justice) (8.15 p.m.1: I move—

. That the Bill be now read & second
time,

As members are aware, we now have in

this State an Attorney-General, as well as
a Minister for Justice.

Section 154 of the Supreme Court Act
does not actually preclude the co-existence
of an Attorney-General and a Minister for
Justice, but it certainly prevents the per-
son who fills the latter role from exercising
any of the powers of the Attorney-General,
except when there is a vacancy in the
1atter office.

The modern practice in the drafting of
the Statutes of this State Is to avoid the
use of the term “Attorney-General” and
to refer instead to the “Minister”. How-
ever, there are still a number of older
Statutes where the term “Attcrney-Gen-
eral” is used to identify the person charged
with a certain function or duty.

An interpretation of the Act at present
would indicate that when the office of
Attorney-General is filled, all of the duties
of Attorney-General, whether imposed by
Statute or otherwise, will have to be dis-
charged by the person holding that office,
without any aid from the Minister for
Justice,

As some of the duties which will require
the attention of the Attorney-General
could well be administered by the Minister
for Justice, it is thought advisable to have
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a procedure whereby such duties may be
delegated to the Minister for Justice. The
best method of delegation would be by
Governor’s proclamation. This would per-
mit the situation to be changed from time
to time without involving the need for
further amendment to the Act.

The Bill before the House seeks to amend
section 154 of the Supreme Court Act
accordingly.

I commend the Bill to the House.

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. D. K. Dans (Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

House adjourned al §.16 p.m.

Legislative Asspmbly

Tuesday, the 6th April, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Appointment

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): I
wish to announce that I have appointed
the member for Bunbury (Mr Sibson) to
be a Deputy Chairman of Committees
during the present session.

QUESTIONS (50): ON NOTICE

1. LONGMORE REMAND
CENTRE

Security

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Com-
munity Welfare:

(1) Following the incident at Long-
more remand and assessment
centre on 23rd February in which
a staff member was brutally
assaulted, was a promise given on
behalf of the Government that
doors, etc., in the building would
be strengthened and other work
done to improve security?

(2) Will the Minister state what items
of the promised work have already
been attended to?

(3) Of the work which remains to be
done, will he state when this is
likely to receive attention?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Cabin doors have double
locks.

(b) Cabin door frames have been
reinforced with steel plates.

(¢} One cabin has been modified
as a prototype for testing.

(d) A prototype cabin door has
been fitted for testing. It is

2.

3.
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one of four new types de-
signed.

(e) An additional key safe has
been installed as part of a
new security key system.

(3) T am advised by Public Works

Department that much of the

work that remains to be done re-

quires quotations to be obtained.

The work will be carried out as

soon as these are received. Sub-

ject to the avallability of funds,
the work should be completed in
three to four months.

HOSPITALS DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME COMMITTEE
Meeling
Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:
On what date is the hospitals
development programme commit-
tee expected to hold its next meet-
ing?
Mr RIDGE replied:

Next meeting is scheduled for 6th
May, 1976.

DENTAL THERAPY CENTRES
Mandureh, Pinjarra, and Waroona
Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Health:

Is it proposed that & dental
therapy centre will be established
during the 1976-77 financial year
at—

(a) Mandurah,;
(b) Pinjarra,
{c) Waroona?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(a) to (c) No.

SOUTH METROPOLITAN LAKES
Conversion to Reserve

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment.

(1) Is he aware of the unique and
berutiful nature of the area which
includes Lake Bibra, Little Rush
Lake, Yangebup Lake, Wattleup

Lake, Thompson Lake, Kogolup
Lake, South Lake and North
Lake?

(2) Is he aware that there exists an
opportunity to create a reserve
in the area cited remarkably close
to the city and which is needed
increasingly as the south-west
corridor develops?

(3) Will the Government create a
reserve of this Iand?

(4} If the answer to (3) is “No” what
action will the Government take
to prevent further deterioration
of the area until a decision can
be made?



